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The wearables market is set to record steep growth in 2015, with the Apple Watch to play a major
role in driving the market forward, according to the International Data Corporation (IDC).

New vendors, new devices and greater end-user
awareness will see the market grow, with the IDC's
Worldwide Quarterly Wearable Device Tracker forecasting
vendors will ship a total of 45.7 million units this year, up

133.4 per cent on last year's 19.6 million units.

By 2019, this is expected to grow to 126.1 million units at

a five-year compound annual growth rate of 45.1 per cent.

An increased focus on smart wearables capable of running third-party applications, including devices such as

the Apple Watch, Motorola's Moto 360 and Samsung's Gear watches, will drive the market higher in 2015.

Smart wearables will reach 25.7 million units in 2015, up 510.9 per cent from the 4.2 million units shipped in
2014, the IDC has forecast.

Basic wearables, meanwhile, are forecast to grow from 15.4 million units in 2014 to 20 million units, recording

30 per cent year-on-year growth.

"Smart wearables are about to take a major step forward with the launch of the Apple Watch this year,
commented Ramon Llamas, IDC wearables team research manager. "The Apple Watch raises the profile of

wearables in general and there are many vendors and devices that are eager to share the spotlight.

"Basic wearables, meanwhile, will not disappear. In fact, we anticipate continued growth here as many

segments of the market seek out simple, single-use wearable devices."

Wrist-worn wearables will by far and away be the most popular option for consumers, accounting for more than
80 per cent of all wearable device shipments throughout the forecast, with the IDC expecting vendors to

continue to concentrate on these devices.

Modular devices, attached with clips or straps, will follow in second place, while the clothing category is
expected to grow the fastest, with companies incorporating computer power into items such as shirts, socks and
hats.

The IDC expects eyewear to first catch on among enterprise users within select vertical markets, with earwear
to comprise a small part of the overall market as earphones expand from audio to include health and fitness

features.

"The explosion of wearable devices was clearly led by fitness bands, which until recently commanded prices
that provided comfortable margins, but those days are changing,” commented Ryan Reith, IDC Worldwide

Quarterly Device Trackers program director.
"The price of these fitness bands have come down so significantly in some markets that smartphone OEMs are
now bundling them with smartphones at little cost. Meanwhile, the market is quickly shifting toward higher-

priced devices that offer greater functionality."

Noting the "symbolic" entry of Apple into the market, Reith observed that "the key to success will be to create
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Breaking News

The first images of the Samsung
Galaxy S8 have leaked, featuring a
curved display and reduced bezels
due to the lack of a home button.

Tidal may not have bragging rights
as the only big music streaming
service to offer higher-resolution
audio content for much longer,
with rumors that Spotify is finally
ready to unveil its own premium
offering.

Apple has decided to adopt a
flexible display for one of its new
iPhones, set to be released this
year, and has ordered sufficient
components to enable mass
production, according to US
reports.

Nokia's about-to-be-re-released
non-smart phone, dubbed the
3310 - which received rave
treatment when shown off at this
week's Mobile World Congress in
Barcelona - is unlikely to be
released in Australia, it seems.

= Telstra says it has spread its Wi-Fi

Calling service, which allows users
to make calls anywhere there's an
accessible Wi-Fi service, to several
more Android devices.

Unlike the past, LG is moving
heaven and earth to be at the
head of the queue with the launch
of the LG G6 set to happen on
March 28th right after the Korean
launch.
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a miﬁ;g‘? Google has announced in a blog

post today that the company's low-
cost Google Cardboard VR has
shipped to more than 10 million
customers worldwide.
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compelling use cases for the average consumer". ﬂ
While companies like Acer and

"Many users will need a good reason to replace a traditional watch or accessory with a wrist-worn device or Samsung look to be making steady

some other form of wearable that will likely require daily charging and occasional software upgrades,” he progress with cementing
Chromebooks in the education
market, Google themselves might
be ready to throw in the towel.

Control4 has forked out US$9.6M
L in cash to buy the Triad speaker

brand.
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Several Australian retailers whose
operations run on the giant
Amazon web servers are today
facing possible outages after the
global cloud service operators
servers crashed.

commented.
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